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The time has never been more 

urgent for environmental 

advocacy. Climate change, 

biodiversity loss, and social 

inequity are creating an 

increasingly unstable and 

impoverished world. The 

magnitude of the problems 

we face demands systemic 

changes to our economy and 

way of life, and science and 

education alone are not 

sufficient to bring about those 

changes. 



• Enroll for graduate credit or audit the 
course

• Increase your skill set in climate resilience 
for better outcomes

• Discover solutions to local issues you face 
on the job or in your community.

• Register for one course or the whole series.

Local Solutions for Strong Communities
… a series of online courses focused on the fundamentals of climate change resilience. 

http://www.communityresilience-center.org/climate-change-resilience-series/

http://www.communityresilience-center.org/climate-change-resilience-series/


Join us for our next online course in this series

ESP 5100: Policy Advocacy: Climate

September 8 – December 1, 2020

Local Solutions for Strong Communities
… a series of online courses focused on the fundamentals of climate change resilience. 

http://www.communityresilience-center.org/climate-change-resilience-series/

Instructors: Abi Abrash Walton & Clara Fang

http://www.communityresilience-center.org/climate-change-resilience-series/


Webinar Logistics

Everyone should be connected via Audio Broadcast upon entering 

the webinar. You do not need to call in & you are automatically 

muted

The presentation will be recorded and posted to the Antioch 

CCPCR web site within one week

Please submit any questions you have for the presenter in the Q& A 

section

If you are having trouble with any aspect of the broadcast, use the 

Chat section to message the Host directly



Presenter: Jack Zhou

 Jack Zhou produces and manages the Climate 
Advocacy Lab’s social science-informed resources 
for their webinars, workshops, and other outreach. 
His research interests include motivated reasoning, 
framing effects, and political polarization. In other 
words, how people think about climate change, 
how they process information on the issue, and 
what gets in the way. Prior to joining the Lab, he 
worked as a postdoctoral associate in energy 
policy and survey methods. He received his B.S. 
from UC Berkeley and a Ph.D. from Duke University.



Presenter: Eric Fine

 As the YPCCC’s Project Manager, Eric Fine
supports advocacy organizations to optimize and 
innovate on their campaigns by leveraging public 
opinion research and data tools. He also 
collaborates with groups who are studying public 
perception in Latin America. Prior to YPCCC, Eric 
was an outdoor educator taking people on 
expeditions throughout the Americas and Europe. 
Watching glaciers recede in Patagonia over ten 
years inspired him to pursue a Masters of 
Environmental Science at Yale’s School of Forestry 
and Environmental Studies.



Research in Climate Advocacy

Jack Zhou, Ph.D.
Climate Advocacy Lab 



My background

• BS from College of Natural 
Resources, UC Berkeley

• PhD from Duke Nicholas School of the 
Environment

• Postdoc work in survey methods, 
science policy communication

• Social scientist at Climate Advocacy 
Lab since July 2018



The Climate Advocacy Lab

Helping the climate community build grassroots power and win through evidence-based advocacy.

Our (awesome!) members Workshops & Webinars Online platform & alerts
Research & 

experimentation
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Our (awesome!) members

• ~3,000 advocates, organizers, social 

scientists, data analysts, consultants, and 

funders from all 50 states, working across the 

climate and clean energy space

• 247 social scientists working in academia 

and the private sector

• Most represented:
• Yale, Michigan, UCSB, George Mason, 

NCSU

Our community
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Trainings

• In-person workshops for organizations 

and coalitions – and everyone in 

between 

• Monthly webinars, skill-shares, and 

peer learning exchanges offered by 

(and for!) other Lab members, as well as 

Lab staff

Webinars and workshops
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• Support for organizations testing innovative 

approaches to public engagement on climate 

• All the results are shared back with the Lab 

community to increase our collective knowledge 

about what’s working – and what isn’t

R + E

Research and Experimentation
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• Public-facing and members-only versions –

be sure to sign in!

• Weekly updates, sent out every Thursday

• Sign up to receive push alerts when we 

add resources related to topic or 

geographic areas of interest

Online platform + alerts

Online platform & weekly newsletters



Ethos

• Promote evidence-based advocacy

• Spread a culture of learning (and sharing)



Mission alignment and complementarity

• Broad shared goal: Tackle climate change

• Academics: Production of generalizable knowledge 
via theory building and testing (e.g., how do social 
norms shape behavior?)

• Advocates: Answering a specific practical question 
(e.g., how to reduce the rate at which volunteers drop 
out from the organization)



Evidence and 
tools to 
support 
climate 
advocates

Public opinion research

Social science research

Data and analytics

Experimentation

Case studies

,17



Advocacy in conversation with research

2017 

Sustaining 

Movement 

Momentum and 

Building 

Political Power 

workshop 

(Santa Barbara)

2019 Research + 

Experimentation 

convening (Oakland)

2020 Research + 

Experimentation 

convening (virtual)



Applying theory and data to advocacy

Using YCOM public opinion data and social norms messaging to 

overcome personal barriers to action and increase feelings of 

efficacy 

Yale Climate Opinion Maps for Strategists, Oil Change International



Review and synthesize literature



Co-produce original research



Facilitate researcher-advocate collaborations

Also check out research4impact (r4impact.org)



Ways to plug in

• Join the Lab!

• (Learn how to) collaborate 
with advocates

• Consider ways you can 
assist advocates with their 
work and mission

• Establish clear 
expectations on 
resources, timeline, and 
communication

• Report back!



Thank you!

Drop me a line at jack@climateadvocacylab.org



Eric Fine

CLIMATE CHANGE IN THE AMERICAN MIND

AUGUST 19, 2020 
RESEARCH AS CLIMATE ADVOCACY















Americans Underestimate How 

Many Adults in the U.S. Think 

Global Warming is Happening

-

Perception of what % of the U.S. 

Population Thinks Global 

Warming is Happening

April 2019. Base: U.S. Adults 

0%

72% 
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Leveraging Social Norms





www.climatecommunication.yale.edu

@YaleClimateComm

Thank you!
Feel free to reach out

eric.fine@yale.edu

Yale Program on Climate 
Change Communication



Questions?



 While all people living in the United States are affected by 

climate change, some communities and some populations 

are more vulnerable to changing climate conditions than 

others. Extensive research here in the United States and 

across the world points to populations of concern including 

those that are low-income, people of color, immigrant 

populations, people with limited English proficiency, 

Indigenous people, older and younger adults, people with 

disabilities and compromised health and mental health 

conditions, and others.

Enhancing Opportunities for Socially Vulnerable 

Populations to have “a Seat at the Table”

in climate

Thursday, September 17, 2020 – 12:00-1:15 PM ET

Presenter: 
Jeanne Herbhttp://www.communityresilience-center.org/

Presenter: Lisa 
Auermuller



 In this workshop, participants will explore the history of 

nonviolent direct action (NVDA) through civil resistance 

and civil disobedience. Participants will learn the 

different steps needed to engage in NVDA through your 

campaigns and grassroots organizing. We will work 

through the different types of NVDA seen throughout 

history and in the current uprising along with the 

successes and challenges. Participants will have time to 

think through their own NVDA plans and how to be more 

strategic with their demands through a NVDA lens.

The Power of Nonviolent Direct Action: 

Using Civil Resistance to fight Oppression
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 – 12:00-1:00 PM ET

Presenter: Dominique Thomas

http://www.communityresilience-center.org/

environmental-advocacy-webinar-series/

http://www.communityresilience-center.org/environmental-advocacy-webinar-series/
http://www.communityresilience-center.org/environmental-advocacy-webinar-series/

