


Strengthen communities to prepare, 
respond and recover in the face of 
climate impacts and other disruptions 
through collaborative, innovative 
solutions. 

communityresilience-center.org

Dr. Christa Daniels
Senior Associate, CCPCR

http://www.communityresilience-center.org/


• Engage in each course for 4 weeks
• Enroll for graduate credit or audit the 

course
• Increase your skill set in climate resilience 

for better outcomes
• Discover solutions to local issues you face 

on the job or in your community.
• Register for one course or the whole series.

Climate Change Resilience
… a series of online courses focused on the fundamentals of climate change resilience. 

http://www.communityresilience-center.org/climate-change-resilience-series/

http://www.communityresilience-center.org/climate-change-resilience-series/


Climate Change Resilience Certificate

Climate Impacts: Vulnerability and Adaptation Planning

Online ( 1-credit) Course Oct 4, 2020 through Oct 31, 2020

This course focuses on identifying what and who are 
most vulnerable to such impacts, how to facilitate a 
stakeholder process to prioritize these identified 
vulnerabilities, along with an overview of planning for 
resiliency and adaptation at different scales. After this 
module, you should feel comfortable knowing what 
steps need to be taken to integrate resiliency 
recommendations and projects into community 
planning and policy processes.

For more information or to register for this course: 

https://www.antioch.edu/new-england/resources/centers-institutes/center-climate-
preparedness-community-resilience/climate-change-resilience-series/



Communication, Facilitation and Stakeholder Capacity Building
Climate Justice and Equitable Adaptation  
Public Health

Climate Change Resilience
… Sneak Preview

http://www.communityresilience-center.org/climate-change-resilience-series/

http://www.communityresilience-center.org/climate-change-resilience-series/


Meet the challenges of a changing climate by finding 
information and tools to help you understand and 
address your climate risks. 

toolkit.climate.gov 

Ned Gardiner, PhD
Engagement Manager 



If you have a question, please write it in the Q&A section (not Chat) and select 
to All Panelists, so we can see the questions. 

If you are having technical difficulty, please use Chat and send to Host, so we 
can address the issue with you directly. 

The presentation will be recorded and posted to the Antioch website within a 
week  www.communityresilience-center.org 

Logistics





Social Vulnerability and Climate Resilience 
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A Seat at the Table: 
Integrating needs of underrepresented and socially vulnerable 

populations into coastal hazards planning in New Jersey 

Jeanne Herb Lisa Auermuller

Bloustein School JC NERR



➢ What makes a community resilient? 
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“Our idea…is to bring member 

organizations together and help 

support them as they respond 

and help New Jerseyans 

everyday prepare for disasters.“
Keith Adams, NJVOAD

Public Health

The Milken Institute

Disaster response

Community Development

LA – Communities in Resilience

NJVOAD



Climate Change: An Exacerbator of Root Causes of Health Inequities
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Project Tasks
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• Public health and social work domains

• Climate change and coastal hazards domains

Literature review

• Service Organization Database

• Identification of socially vulnerable populations

Data Development

• Key informant interviews

• Focus Groups

Stakeholder Engagement

• Web-based training

• Handouts and printable guidance 

Coastal community residence planning guidance, training

• Incentives for local government and community-based organizations; 

• Opportunities to address social vulnerability in coastal management;

• Coordination of coastal management with other programs designed to 
address needs of socially vulnerable populations;

• Recognition of social, economic & physical challenges exacerbated by 
changing coastal climate conditions in state resilience planning.

Coastal Policy optionsP
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Final Report:

https://njclimateresourcecenter.rutgers.edu/resources/a-seat-at-the-

table/

Recorded Rutgers Summer Climate Academy Presentation:  

“New Tools to Visualize and Map Climate Futures in New 

Jersey”

https://njclimateresourcecenter.rutgers.edu/past_events/summer-

climate-academy-new-tools-to-visualize-map-climate-futures-in-new-

jersey/

Web-based Training site:

https://www.nj.gov/dep/climatechange/trainings/asat-about.html

https://njclimateresourcecenter.rutgers.edu/resources/a-seat-at-the-table/
https://njclimateresourcecenter.rutgers.edu/past_events/summer-climate-academy-new-tools-to-visualize-map-climate-futures-in-new-jersey/
https://www.nj.gov/dep/climatechange/trainings/asat-about.html


The Challenge - Traditional Definition of Resilience...

Coastal resilience 
means building 
the ability of a 
community to 

"bounce back" after 
hazardous events such 
as hurricanes, coastal 
storms, and flooding –

rather than simply 
reacting to impacts.
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WHAT WE HEARD ABOUT RESILIENCE...

"If you want people to bounce back from 

a storm, make sure they have the 

resources they need to live a happy and 

healthy life now and then they can take care 

of themselves if there’s a storm event!"
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➢ In a world of rising inequality, 

risks and opportunities are 

not equally shared. 

➢ Current understanding of 

resilience remains siloed.

➢ Resilience is an idea with 

potentially transformative 

power. 

The Opportunity….
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What 
We 
Learned

Underlying societal inequities are the biggest hurdle to 
achieving resilience. 

Populations most affected by climate change are 
underrepresented in decision-making. 

Socially vulnerable populations & service providers perceive 
that resources are inequitably distributed.

Government has a role to play but must work with trusted 
community sources. 

Inclusion of socially vulnerable populations is not enough: 
resilience planning needs to “bake in” assessment of actions.

Including socially vulnerable people in resilience planning 
creates more resilient communities overall.
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Implementation Strategies
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Redefine Resilience Whole community 
resilience planning 
increases overall 

community resilience 

 Addressing underlying 
social, economic 

and physical challenges

Integrate equity, 
diversity & inclusion 

into climate resilience 
planning

 Add seats to the table
for populations that are 

traditionally 
underrepresented

 Adding seats to the table 
is not enough: Assess 

impact of resilience actions 
on socially vulnerable 

populations.

 Recognize underlying 

causes of vulnerability 



Redefining Resilience...
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“Bouncing forward” to improved conditions 

where all people live in communities that 

are healthier, greener, cleaner, more 

equitable and more prosperous..….and 

more resilient.



Whole community climate resilience planning:

An opportunity to address social, economic and physical challenges 
faced by socially vulnerable populations and, in doing so, increase the 

resilience of a whole community
33



Integrate equity, diversity & inclusion 

into resilience planning

34

Adding 
more 

seats to 
the table

Assessing 
impacts of 

climate actions 
on 

underrepresente
d & vulnerable 

populations

Climate 
Resilience 
Planning



Overall Project Outcomes
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1. Literature Review

2. Stakeholder 
Engagement

3. Data to support 
resilience 

• More data on social vulnerability

• Easier access to data

5. Coastal Management

Policy Options

4. Guidance for Resilience 

Planners & Practitioners



Project Outcomes - Data

36

https://njclimateresourcece

nter.rutgers.edu/nj-adapt/

https://www.njfloodmapper.org/

https://njclimateresourcecenter.rutgers.edu/nj-adapt/
https://www.njfloodmapper.org/


Project Outcomes  - Guidance and Training
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Getting to Resilience
http://www.prepareyourcommunitynj.org/

Web-based Training
https://www.nj.gov/dep/climatechange

/trainings/asat-about.html

http://www.prepareyourcommunitynj.org/
https://www.nj.gov/dep/climatechange/trainings/asat-about.html
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Web-based Training

https://www.nj.gov/dep/climatechange/trainings/asat-about.html

https://www.nj.gov/dep/climatechange/trainings/asat-about.html


Outline of training

4 Sections

1. Six Key Concepts

2. Planning for the Whole 

Community

3. Identifying Socially 

Vulnerable Populations

4. Engaging Socially 

Vulnerable Populations

Training Evaluation*
39



Elements to enhance climate resilience planning 
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Development of a community Social Vulnerability Profile

Inventory of pre-existing social, economic and physical 
challenges exacerbated by changing coastal climate conditions

Written plan for engaging socially vulnerable populations

Written checklist to assess how the resilience vision, scenarios 
and actions:

• Affect socially vulnerable populations;

• Affect (+ or -) pre-existing social, economy & physical 
challenges.

For each hazard, identify increased risks faced by socially 
vulnerable populations as a feature in the Resilience 

Vulnerability Assessment. 
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Project Outcomes – Policy Options 
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Incentives for local 
government and 

community-based 
organization

Opportunities to address 
social vulnerability in 
coastal management

Coordination of coastal 
management with other 
programs designed to 

address needs of 
socially vulnerable 

populations

Recognizing social, 
economic & physical 

challenges exacerbated 
by changing coastal 
climate conditions in 

state resilience planning



Contact 

Information:

jherb@ejb.rutgers.edu

auermull@marine.rutgers.edu
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Web-based Training
https://www.nj.gov/dep/climatechange/trainings/asat-about.html

mailto:jherb@ejb.rutgers.edu
mailto:auermull@marine.rutgers.edu
https://www.nj.gov/dep/climatechange/trainings/asat-about.html


Climate Migration: 

Research, Analyze, Implement

What can We Learn from Other Places?

www.communityresilience-center.org

Join us for the next webinar in the series

Thursday, October 22, 2020
12:00-1:15 PM ET

http://www.communityresilience-center.org/

